ENSURING NO ONE IS LEFT BEHIND

The fire blaze destroyed one Women Led Community Center (WLCC) - above - in Camp 8 E and one Women Friendly Space (WFS) in camp 9 below - in the refugee camps of Cox’s Bazar ©UNFPA Bangladesh

Context





A massive fire broke out in a Rohingya refugee camp in Bangladesh, on the night of Monday, 22
March 2021;
UNFPA –supported Women-led Community Center (WLCC) in Camp 8E has been fully destroyed
by the fire, all staff are safe in the area;
UNFPA-supported Women Friendly Space (WFS) in Camp 9 has been fully destroyed by the fire,
all staff and volunteers are safe in the area;
One of the primary health facilities where UNFPA is partnering with IOM to provide midwifery
and related services was also fully destroyed by the fire.

1

UNFPA immediate response
Gender Based Violence (GBV)
 UNFPA as the GBV Sub Sector Lead conducted an assessment of the affected areas and the affected
sites including where UNFPA's Women Friendly Space (camp 9) and Women Led Community center
(camp 8E) were destroyed in the fire;


●

●

●

Psychological First Aid (PFA) has been initiated by the GBV partners to the Rohingya refugees
affected, and displaced by the fire, as well as to front line staff whose facilities were destroyed. The
PFA sessions are critical in ensuring their psychological recovery, and to limit distress that could
negatively impact their resilience to the already preexisting trauma of displacement;
The Protection Emergency Response Units (PERU), in which the GBV Camp Focal Persons are
embedded, have been activated to aid the response, by providing critical GBV messaging to the
displaced families and referrals to alternative women friendly spaces, in nearby camps and to
temporary service points set up within the affected camps;
Dignity kits distribution: The GBV Sub Sector mobilized 19,338 Dignity Kits, from GBV partners
including UNFPA, UNICEF, UNHCR, and IOM. The distribution is being coordinated by the GBV Sub
sector, and as of 25th March 2021, 4,515 have been distributed out of 19,388 available;
UNFPA is concerned about the mental health and well-being of staff and beneficiaries. MHPSS
specialist provided group psychological debriefing sessions with staff affected by the fire incident and
is coordinating the provision of Psychological First Aid (PFA) for beneficiaries.

Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR)

UNFPA as the lead agency for SRH Working Group has
been coordinating its works with other partners, as well as the
Health Sector making sure the SRH needs of affected people
including pregnant women, women of reproductive age, and
girls are met through the establishment of mobile midwifery
services in the affected camps, linkages and referrals to the
nearest health facilities, as well as continuous SRHR
information, dissemination and awareness;
●
UNFPA is concerned about disruption of information
Continuous midwifery service provided after the and access to basic services including to SRH care services,
fire accident ©UNFPA Bangladesh
including family planning. Women do not stop getting
pregnant or having babies even during this fire. Those who are currently pregnant will need a safe
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●

●

place to deliver, and women of reproductive age who do not have access to family planning
services can have serious consequences including unwanted pregnancies;
UNFPA has been providing 24/7 SRHR services, including family planning and midwifery services
in all primary health care services, with
stand-by ambulances for referrals; The
Primary Health Centres supported by
UNFPA in surrounding affected areas
remain open. The UNFPA supported HOPE
Field Hospital that has comprehensive
emergency obstetric care [CEmONC]
facility remains open 24/7 to receive
referrals and ensure pregnant women
with complications can deliver safely;
UNFPA has been providing SRH
commodities during mobile outreach
Provision of family planning in the refugee camps in the
activity in places where affected people
aftermath of the fire ©UNFPA Bangladesh
are displaced. In addition, stockpiles 2,000
mama kits (designed to provide aid to mothers and their newborn children and entails clothing,
baby soap, diapers and baby blanket) & 5 emergency reproductive health kit #4 that has oral and
injectable contraception to meet the FP needs of women of reproductive age.

Adolescents and Youths

Distribution of MHM kit after the fire that broke out in Cox's Bazar on 22 March
2021 ©UNFPA Bangladesh

● UNFPA is distributing menstrual
health management (MHM) kits to
menstruating adolescent girls and
young women in the affected areas;
● UNFPA Alapon Helpline service
is providing remote mental health
and psychosocial support to
affected young people and their
caregivers and ensuring adequate
referral to SRHR and GBV-related
services.

Funding Requirements
●

GBV: The damaged Women Friendly Space in Camp 9 and Women-led Community Center (WLCC)
in Camp 8E will need to be rebuilt and equipped with furniture, sewing machines, and
generators. Moreover, the GBV awareness-raising activities and human resources should be
sustained; social mobilizers are required to continue awareness sessions in the displaced areas
to reduce GBV risks and dignity kits prepositioning for future emergencies;
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●

●

SRHR: The provision of SRHR services should be continued to ensure the displaced affected people
have information and access to comprehensive SRHR services, including antenatal care, safe
deliveries, postnatal care, as well as family planning services. To enable these, ensuring the
availability of midwives and other frontline health workers, ambulances for referrals, and
availability of SRH commodities, including FP contraceptives, are paramount;
A&Y: The continuation of sensitization and awareness-raising for affected adolescents and youth
and their caregivers on the unique protection risks that affect young people following an
emergency, provision of learning materials and recreational materials for affected young people,
and MHPSS programming for A&Y and their caregivers who were affected by the fires are crucial.

Communications on
the fire accident
On UNFPA
Bangladesh
Facebook, and
UNFPA Bangladesh
Twitter

Contacts
Ms. Roselidah Raphael, UNFPA Head of sub-office
Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh
e-mail: rraphael@unfpa.org
Ms. Gaia Paradiso, Communications Specialist
UNFPA Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh
e-mail: paradiso@unfpa.org
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