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INAUGURATION OF THE POPULATION & HOUSING CENSUS 2021

"I must thank UNFPA for the technical and financial support extended to
Bangladesh ever since the first census conducted in this country."

- Mr. Mohammad Abdul Mannan, MP, Hon. Minister of Planning

9
January

Click for more info

https://www.facebook.com/204783082920612/posts/2866588120073415?d=n&sfns=mo
https://www.bssnews.net/?p=331185
https://www.dhakatribune.com/business/2019/10/29/6th-population-and-housing-census-begins-jan-2-2021
https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/city/265402/%E0%A6%AE%E0%A7%82%E0%A6%B2-%E0%A6%97%E0%A6%A3%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9C-%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%97%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AE%E0%A7%80-%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%9B%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A7%A8-%E0%A7%AE-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%81%E0%A7%9F%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BF
https://twitter.com/UNFPABangladesh/status/1215324392193810432


UNFPA's 'Shahana' cartoon
incorporated into the curriculum of
33,000 schools and madrashas 

We will ensure that 'Shahana' is part of the national
curriculum very soon, so that all teachers and
students in Bangladesh can be sensitized on 

these important matters.

- Prof. Dr. Syed Golam Faruk
Director General of Secondary & Higher Education

W H A T  I S  S H A H A N A ?
A cartoon video series conceptualized by UNFPA Bangladesh, centralized
around the bold and inquisitive girl, 'Shahana'. Through her character,
each cartoon focuses on issues such as child marriage, gender-based
violence, maternal death, fitsula, gender diversity, and other issues
relating to sexual and reproductive health and rights. 

S U P P O R T E D  B Y
Government of Switzerland & Government of Netherlands

11

January



Every one of you is a Shahana. You must be
brave like her and question issues you face

during adolescence. You should reach out to
your parents or teacher. 

- Dr. Dipu Moni
MP, Hon. Minister of Education

11

January

We worked tirelessly over the years to
develop the Shahana cartoons for adolescents.

We take much pride that Shahana is now
being taken over by the Government.

- Dr. Asa Torkelsson
UNFPA Representative in Bangladesh



Click for more info

11

January

https://twitter.com/UNFPABangladesh/status/1216292400634585088
https://en.banglatribune.com/others/news/89575/Shahana-to-raise-gender-awareness-in-madrasas
https://www.dhakatimes24.com/2020/01/11/147975/%E0%A6%8F%E0%A6%96%E0%A6%A8-%E0%A6%A5%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%AF%E0%A6%BC%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A7%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%B6%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B7%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%B6%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%9F%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A8?fbclid=IwAR0in4c5jFc94Olz8zRilPj__oUYnHTXdLpnXZEbQVIDMHfC8Hf5hS7jmik
http://www.dainikshiksha.com/%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%A8-%E0%A6%B6%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B7%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F-%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%87-%E2%80%98%E0%A6%B6%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE%E2%80%99-%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%9F%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A8-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B6%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B6/179940/
https://twitter.com/UNFPABangladesh/status/1216292400634585088
https://www.jagonews24.com/education/news/551887
http://www.educationbangla.com/%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B6%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%80%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A7%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%96%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%81%E0%A7%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%B8-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%9E%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%9A%E0%A7%9F-%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%87/20971


UNFPA is proud to have
supported the
Government of

Bangladesh in the
development and

dissemination of the
National Plan of Action

for the Adolescent 
Health Strategy

 (2017-2030)

12

January



DISSEMINATION OF THE NATIONAL PLAN OF ACTION FOR ADOLESCENT
HEALTH STRATEGY & NATIONAL ADOLESCENT HEALTH CONFERENCE

"Adolescents should be made aware of their sexual and reproductive
health and rights before marriage. This will increase their awareness on

and reduce gender-based violence.
- Mr. Zahid Maleque, MP, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare

12

January



DISSEMINATION OF THE NATIONAL PLAN OF ACTION FOR ADOLESCENT
HEALTH STRATEGY & NATIONAL ADOLESCENT HEALTH CONFERENCE

"While much progress has been made in Bangladesh, many adolescent girls are still
unable to make reproductive choices for themselves."

- Dr. Asa Torkelsson, UNFPA Representative in Bangladesh

12

January



DISSEMINATION OF THE NATIONAL PLAN OF ACTION FOR ADOLESCENT
HEALTH STRATEGY & NATIONAL ADOLESCENT HEALTH CONFERENCE

"Contraceptives for unmarried boys and girls is crucial. We must not forget the
challenges, and we will continue our support to the Government and

Development Partners in addressing these issues."
- H. E. Harry Verwaij, Ambassador of the Kingdom of Netherlands

12

January

Click for more info

https://www.facebook.com/204783082920612/posts/2881091631956397?d=n&sfns=mo
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/government-affairs/2020/01/12/stakeholders-urge-to-invest-in-adolescent-population?fbclid=IwAR18Bv0rvZkzR2EwZ__SlAD7Xs3TnTd2mr1iDNWYcektNqy2LWFhGQGiU9Y&__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=6584da5a52575e9be0e13337ae38bc1fe4e58947-1580290722-0-ASQ_sekPB3tpZW0fSQzA48ECGKJcmIiHakJiEmj16RctkG-pvaNkoKXFo1qCDXYeFNeTLGm7uK3xmpxb4cBvcitDsoaKtTy_MtFNtq2L1MEBpOOCpnO8UKegNfJIZFXFeeL_J6g-rdv0sqh52heX9p2nf5OlBvSkWEwALxOzLo1LqnKYQLEfovIorWYYrhgd37P6_KEdi09N5rOFutX9mVznYy7iAsVJBEpBkg__VGr_-UDmcZm83Q3WFHxJbgos-XOmzZMTWv1F_K-B6V5y5qjZht-bBuYiYvVZgYm07jAPIniwT-btBhJ-LOsyjWitXLu2y0VIVYMt1yGSiPz18KxbHcVhza8m1y6ZJU7rLqBiWte5eiOE8KBSxBbnmMYWKp9C4_Cgj5kva5S-t9nnDd1OnuGv3-cmDGoqmgaKRmF5pV4QqTa50eRgNev0pOYNd_R_jb21iOwd8xxhQ4eDgpTfWkF3gavxls6_Eb2Go6oi
https://www.dhakatimes24.com/2020/01/12/148159/%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%A8-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%AE%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%80
https://www.banglatribune.com/others/news/603456/%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%B2-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%9F-%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8B%E0%A7%9F%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%9F%E0%A6%BF-%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%87%E0%A7%9F%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%87
https://twitter.com/UNFPABangladesh/status/1217651147915218944


Inauguration of Notre Dame
College Model United Nations
2020 & Education Fair 2020

16

January

Notre Dame College invited Dr. Mercy Tembon, 
Country Director of the World Bank in Bangladesh & Bhutan as

the Chief Guest and Dr. Asa Torkelsson, 
UNFPA Representative as the Special Guest 

Click for more info

https://www.facebook.com/204783082920612/posts/2893723400693220?d=n&sfns=mo
https://twitter.com/UNFPABangladesh/status/1219686896294514690
https://www.instagram.com/p/B7tbfl-HGVA/


Consultation attended by 800+ stakeholders, including 
National & Sub-National Government Officials, Religious
Leaders, Police, Birth & Marriage Registrars, Youth, Parents,
Teachers, Civil Society, and Media

LOCAL LEVEL CONSULTATION IN
SHIBCHAR, MADARIPUR DISTRICT

Topic: Ending child marriage and maternal mortality

High-level mission led by Speaker of Parliament, accompanied
by Chief Whip and 16 Parliamentarians from the Bangladesh
Association of Parliamentarians on Population & Development
(BAPPD), UN Resident Coordinator, and UNFPA Representative 

18

January



During the consultation, the high-level delegation listened to the people of Shibchar as they jointly voiced
the need for safer spaces for women & girls and to eliminate child marriage within their community

18

January



The high-level mission also included a visit to a girl's school and an engagement with
differently-abled youth in Shibchar about their access to digital platforms

18

January



"Parents, you must know that child marriage is harmful to her body and can lead to
maternal death. You must know that child marriage is not a 

solution to any problem."
- Dr. Shirin Chaudhary, Honourable Speaker of Parliament

18

January



"Marrying early threatens a girl's life. Often she enters motherhood as an
adolescent. This cannot continue. I thank the Honourable Speaker for

spearheading an agenda on ending child marriage. 
We remain committed to support."

- Dr. Asa Torkelsson, UNFPA Representative in Bangladesh

18

January

"Educate. Educate. Educate. When we educate a girl, we educate a village. It is so
important that girls have access to information so that they can make informed

decisions about their life and future."

- Ms. Mia Seppo, UN Resident Coordinator in Bangladesh

Click for more info

https://www.newagebd.net/article/97049/speaker-for-curbing-child-maternal-mortality
https://www.daily-sun.com/amp/post/455137
https://www.today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/metro-news/speaker-for-inclusive-dev-by-preventing-child-marriage-1579364927
https://twitter.com/UNFPABangladesh/status/1218425121129615360
https://www.ittefaq.com.bd/national/123553/%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95-%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%97%E0%A6%BF%E0%A7%9F%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%81-%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A3-%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%9A%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%9B%E0%A7%87--%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0
https://unb.com.bd/bangla/category/%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%82%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B6/%E0%A6%89%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%9F%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%AE%E0%A7%82%E0%A6%B2-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%80%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%AE%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%83%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4-%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%87:-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0/20400


National Young Leaders Sexual
& Reproductive Health and
Rights Summit 2020

22

January

More than 300 young leaders were present at the National
Summit organized by 'Right Here. Right Now.'

The event was graced by Dr. Muhammad Murad Hassan, MP, 
 State Minister of Information. UNFPA Representative 

Dr. Asa Torkelsson was invited as the Special Guest.

Click for more info

https://twitter.com/UNFPABangladesh/status/1220042089867534337
https://www.share-netbangladesh.org/youth-must-prepare-themselves-as-leaders-says-dr-md-murad-hasan-mp/
http://m.thedailynewnation.com/news/243764/state-minister-for-information-dr-murad-hasan-speaking-at-the-national-youth-conference-on-sexual-and-reproductive-health-and-rights-organised-by-different-organisations-at-krishibid-institution-bangladesh-in-the-city-on-wednesday
https://www.banglanews24.com/national/news/bd/766407.details


Click for more info

24

JanuaryMarking International
Education Day 

In line with International
Education Day, the successful

Champions of Change
programme in Cox's Bazar was

featured on official UNFPA
Bangladesh social media
channels to highlight the

importance of ensuring
adolescents and youth have

access to accurate information
relation to their sexual and

reproductive health and rights

https://www.facebook.com/notes/unfpa-bangladesh/rohingyan-champions-of-change/2898722193526674/
https://twitter.com/UNFPABangladesh/status/1220730135151857664
https://www.facebook.com/notes/unfpa-bangladesh/rohingyan-champions-of-change/2898722193526674/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=658388641565564


Fun Day for UNFPA Staff! 

28

January

In line with the Well-being Calendar for 2020 shared by the 
Department of Human Resource, 'Fun Day' was observed on 28 January

at the Country Office in Dhaka and Sub-Office in Cox's Bazar  

Click for photos
Dhaka Cox's Bazar

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1hz1yutiATo7NJZMBa_-y0K3OlNrOOICY
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/10Gl0Ktw37TogKJp3zYzR-K1U5AE9wSV8


Bangladesh Development
Forum 2020

29 & 30

January

The Bangladesh Development Forum 2020 is a high-level 
multi-stakeholder participatory forum, which provides a

platform for effective dialogues on national development. 
UNFPA supported BDF2020 along with other 

UN agencies and development partners.  

Click for more info

https://twitter.com/erd_bd


@UNFPABangladesh

https://www.facebook.com/unfpabangladesh
https://twitter.com/UNFPABangladesh
https://www.instagram.com/unfpa_bangladesh

