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How does VAW prevalence in one country
compare to other countries?

It is difficult to make comparisons across different country
contexts. Even if data have been collected using comparable
methods, it is important to note that direct comparison with
other countries can be misleading at times, including for the
following reasons:

>

First, the national VAW prevalence rates can hide regional
differences. Notably, the survey conducted in Bangladesh
provides regional disaggregations.

Second, countries use different methodologies to measure
violence against women (ie. dedicated surveys versus a
module in a broader survey) that limits the comparability
of data.

Third, even with the best possible datag, there always will
be context-specific variations in levels of ‘nondisclosure’
(underreporting) of violence, the extent of which we will

never know.

Fourth, for comparison of partner violence, conventionally
‘physical and/or sexual violence' is used because these
measures are the most reliable and have been validated
for international comparison. With these comparisons,
however, we overlook other forms of violence.

Finally, as the data from the Asia-Pacific region shows: the
‘ranking’ of countries differs depending on the type of violence
looked at, the period during which the violence occurred, and
the type of perpetrator (intimate partners or others).

Itis thus a good practice to be cautious when ranking and
comparing countries. It is more accurate to report that
violence against women is a global crisis, but that the levels
and types of violence differ.






Why don't you conduct this survey more
frequently?

The United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) recommends that
nationally representative VAW surveys are carried out every

5-10 years as a basis for raising awareness and formulating

the appropriate policies, laws and interventions! Not only does

it enhance data quality by allowing time for rigorous planning,
ensuring standardised methodologies, and robust data collection
and analysis tools, but it also helps track changes over time in
terms of identifying trends and evolving patterns of violence.

Additionally, VAW surveys, by their very nature, involve sensitive
topics and carry inherent risks for both respondents and
interviewers. Therefore, data collection on such issues should
not be conducted simply because it is technically feasible

or for general statistical interests, particularly when it could
expose women to risk.

Moreover, policy changes and programmatic interventions
often require time to implement and demonstrate their
impact. 5-10 year intervals provide sufficient time to assess the
effects of these measures and make necessary adjustments
based on the evidence. With the last two rounds of the survey
conducted in 2011 and 2015, and a new dataset becoming
available in 2025, Bangladesh has a unique opportunity to
enhance monitoring of women'’s experiences of VAW, identify
emerging trends, and implement appropriate policy responses.

1 United Nations. Statistical Office. Guidelines for producing statistics on
violence against women: Statistical surveys. Vol. 110. UN, 2014.






What key insights does this survey offer?
The survey, along with a complementary qualitative study, will
provide the following information:

> What proportion of women has ever experienced violence
in their lifetime and over the last 12 months

What forms of violence women are subjected to
Who the perpetrators of violence are
Where violence occurs in the country

How frequently and severely women experience violence
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How many women experience physical and/or sexual
violence during pregnancy

> What the differences in women'’s experiences of violence
are across various groups

> What the risk and protective factors associated with
violence are

> What the trends and patterns of violence against women
are

> What the attitudes and beliefs among men regarding
violence against women are

>» How women's health is impacted by violence

> What the out-of-pocket expenses related to violence for
women, their families or attendants are in last 12 months

>» How women respond to this violence, including insights on
help-seeking behaviors and barriers faced by women







What are the limitations of this survey?

While prevalence surveys like the 2024 VAW survey provide
the most reliable estimates available, they rely on women's
self-reporting and therefore reflect only what they choose
to disclose. Furthermore, because the most severe cases
of violence — those resulting in death, hospitalization, or
displacement — are not captured in household surveys,
prevalence surveys underestimate the true extent of VAW,
representing only ‘the tip of the iceberg. Finally, prevalence
data also falls short of addressing the underlying ‘why'
guestion behind why violence takes place and why its
prevalence may change. While the qualitative study will be
helpful, its scope is not broad enough to comprehensively
address the complex “why” questions, which requires more
extensive secondary research.




What can | personally do to end violence
against women?

Change begins with each of us. All of us have a role to play in
preventing violence against women and supporting survivors.
Here are some actions you can take:

» Listen to survivors with empathy, sensitivity and respect
toward their agency.

> Challenge the stigma and silence surrounding violence
against women by initiating conversations within your
network. You can begin with raising awareness about the
findings of the 2024 VAW Survey.

>» Take a stand against hateful speech, gender stereotyping
and violent rhetoric against women and girls both online
and offline.

> Know your rights and demand accountability for building
a future where women are safe and empowered in all
spaces—public, private, and digital.

> Advocate for essentidl, lifesaving & quality services for
survivors, including shelters, helplines, psychosocial
counseling, legal aid, health services, and other vital
support.

» Educate yourself and others about harmful social and
gender norms, become aware of your own biases,
and work to dismantle them with patience and self-
compassion.

» Practice non-violent conflict resolution in your daily life and
learn about healthy communication strategies.

> Familiarize yourself with available support services for
survivors and share this information within your network.
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