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There is no universal consensus on the terminology used in the collection of
data on violence against women. Definitions of many of the most commonly
used terms vary historically and culturally, and also vary among organizations
and sectors, such as among healthcare providers and legal professions.
Definitions also vary among researchers of different disciplines. Some terms
remain sensitive and contentious.

The definitions of the terms here reflect current common usage in collection
of data on violence against women. Where possible, we have used United
Nations definitions.

This document has been developed to enhance the contextual relevance

of terms used for the 2024 Violence Against Women Survey in Bangladesh.
Both English and Bangla versions are available. To prevent confusion arising
from the lack of standardized Bangla translations, some terms remain in their
original English form. Emphasis has been placed on providing clear Bangla
definitions and explanations of these terms.

In the event of any discrepancy or ambiguity between the English and Bangla
versions of this document, the English version shall be considered the definitive
and authentic text.

This document includes photographs of the interviewers for the 2024 Violence
Against Women survey. It does not feature photos of any survey respondents.

This document has been adapted from ‘Measuring Prevalence of Violence
against Women: Key Terminology' (2016) — authored by Dr. Henrica AFM.
(Henriette) Jansen and published by the UNFPA Asia and the Pacific Regionall
Office. This knowledge product, an outcome of UNFPA's regional initiative
KNOVAWData — funded by the government of Australia and implemented

in partnership with the University of Melbourne, is readily accessible online
and serves as a valuable resource for understanding standardized global
terminology.

UNFPA Bangladesh, February 2025

Henrica AFM. (Henriette) Jansen, “Measuring Prevalence of Violence against Women: Key
Terminology” (Bangkok, Thailand: UNFPA Asia and the Pacific Regional Office, 2016),
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The following terms are commonly used interchangeably, although they
are not exactly the same. The terms originate from various disciplines
and conceptual backgrounds, and they continue to evolve.

'I 'I Violence Against Women

Violence against women (VAW) is defined by the United Nations as any act of gender-
based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual, or psychological
harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary
deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or private life.

In the context of the 2024 VAW survey in Bangladesh, this term encompasses, but is not
limited to:

Physical, sexual
and psychological
violence occurring
within the general
community,
including rape,

Non-spousal (i.e.
non-partner)
violence and
violence related to
exploitation.

Physical, sexudal,
economic and
psychological
violence occurring
in the family,
dowry-related

violence, and other
traditional practices
harmful to women.

sexual abuse,
sexual harassment
and intimidation at
work, in educational
institutions and
elsewhere, including
online spaces.
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'I 2 Gender-based Violence

Gender-based violence (GBV), in its original meaning, is violence that is directed
against a woman because she is a woman, or violence that affects women
disproportionately. It includes acts that inflict physical, mental or sexual harm or
suffering, threats of such acts, coercion and other deprivations of liberty.

While the terms ‘gender-based violence’ and ‘violence against women' are
frequently used interchangeably in literature and by advocates, the term
‘gender-based violence' highlights the gender dimension, in other words, the
relationship between (1) women's subordinate status in society and (2) their
increased vulnerability to violence because of unequal power relations and
gender roles. The use of the term ‘gender-based violence' provides a context
in which to examine and understand the phenomenon of violence against
women. It shifts the focus from women as victims to gender and the unequal
power relationships between women and men created and maintained by
gender stereotypes as the basic underlying cause of violence against women.

This also means that women can experience gender-based violence
perpetrated by other women to reinforce the patriarchal order, as for example
from their own mother or their mother-in-law.

There are various, shifting, and at times conflicting, views on what gender-
based violence is and what it is not. While for some, gender-based violence
is synonymous with violence against women, for others, GBV is violence
perpetrated against women, girls, men and boys to assert and reproduce
gender roles and norms.



Y .Q (TER-[SfGF AfRLTS!

(ereR-fofes AfeeTe (fGffe), @7 & o =1, @@ FI_l SR FRC 46 TR [F0a
TRAG® AlRLITS!, ST NG 7T TACAACPE NLFOR Fho2B F(A G ALl | [P,
AAERE 1 @ 6 = G B T AT FAF QA (3, (SR-GAMIE I R FRITOIT
GIRARIICH 14T QAT TS FEGC O3 SO |

Tre ‘(TER-fofes AfReTel U FHR 2fs AReTel *afer eRMR AR ¥R GRS oma
PR TR ARASTRTSIR TS T, O (GR-fefed Afzeatel *@fb o (o™ A
G 4@ | IR, (oo AfzeTer e G2 AT BT ST (3) TS NN @IS G2
(R) FASE P FHE ¢ TG-7FS T feifers [feq oo @, svee, o w0
AGRESICE N sl gl T T A |

‘Tre-fofes Afzerer *wfba 2T ONT GFT @ FNG AT I @RI A &fS Afzeorer'-
«3 oI AT I GIR @R T | @S TS (@9 AeTor fSf/y A1 wheaw Zrng @
1, IR T4 2lfe AfeTor (Hfere SRfHRe FRe e FA-7F THF ST FAORF FF
ARSI (T CHRGEIRAGER ToR6 72T T |

7 e «fbs @, FrelgFers qp T Al FAne Ty Mo 7€ EreE-fofes
TfeToR P 20e ANE, @ - S[vd fred s feear =irefea == |

TER-fefes Afzerer “F” @3 “Fr 78" ¢7 9w fog fog Toms arg, fne @i Tomre
AfRFSTNT @R CFAT R | (F€ (@ 7 703, (ToR-fofes Afzore! T-17 afs
TRAHE AITOR LT, AT AP IR, (TOE-[0[GF AlRLTMo! 2 (SS[ @ 8 (TS
T (@RI @ [FsefodT T ey WA, (0, ST GR (= 2l 7Ref6s et |



10 | VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN SURVEY 2024: KEY TERMINOLOGY

Technology-facilitated gender-based
]-3 violence (TFGBV)

UNFPA defines TFGBV as “an act of violence perpetrated by one or more
individuals that is committed, assisted, aggravated and amplified in part or
fully by the use of information and communication technologies or digital
media, against a person on the basis of their gender.”

When it comes to TFGBYV, there are two key facts to remember:

It is gendered, with women and girls
being the primary targets.

It is broader than online or cyber violence,
and while it can take place online and in
digital spaces, it can also be perpetrated
through any type of technology — old and
new — such as phones, GPS tracking devices,
drones or recording devices that are not
necessarily connected to the Internet.”

UNFPA, “Brochure: What is Technology-Facilitated Gender-Based Violence?” (2023)
lbid
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2 'I Intimate Partner

An intimate partner is a person with whom one has a close persondal
relationship that may be characterized by the partners’ (1) emotionall
connectedness, (2) regular contact, (3) on-going physical contact and sexual
behaviour, (4) identity as a couple or (5) familiarity with and knowledge about
each other's lives. The relationship need not involve all of these dimensions.

In both the cultural and legal context of Bangladesh, as well as in the Violence
against Women surveys, ‘intimate partner’ refers to the respondent’s current or
former husband from the time they were married.

In surveys conducted in other cultural contexts, intimate partner relationships
may encompass current or former spouses (married, common-law, civil union,
or domestic partners), boyfriends/girlfriends, dating partners, and ongoing
sexual partners.

Notably, in work on violence against women, the term ‘partner’ is often used as
a short term for ‘intimate partner’
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2 2 Non—partner

In surveys on violence against women, the term ‘non-partners’ is used for
anyone who is not perceived to be a ‘partner’ according to the way the

term ‘partner’ is understood in that country or context. ‘Non-partners' can
therefore include parents, in-laws and other relatives, friends, neighbours,
colleagues, acquaintances and strangers. In the context of 2024 VAW survey in
Bangladesh, ‘non-partner’ refers to anyone other than the respondent’s current
or former husband that she has come into contact with since the age of 15.

2 3 Intimate Partner Violence

Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) usually consists of a pattern of assaultive and
coercive behaviours, including physical, sexual and psychological attacks, as
well as economic coercion, by a current or former intimate partner.

Garcio-Moreno et al define intimate partner violence as “behaviour in an
intimate relationship that causes physical, sexual or psychological harm,
including physical aggression, sexual coercion, and psychological abuse and
controlling behaviours.”

Generally, surveys generate data on women's experience of five forms of
intimate partner violence:

physical violence,

sexual violence,

emotional violence,
controlling behaviours, and
economic violence.

Notably, psychological violence refers to both ‘emotional violence' and/or
‘controlling behaviours', although composite indicators for the purpose of

the SDGs are usually limited to physical, sexual and emotional violence. In the
context of Bangladesh, five forms of violence are thus measured by this survey:
physical violence, sexual violence, economic violence, emotional violence, and
controlling behaviours.

Claudia Garcio-Moreno, Henrica A. F. M. Jansen, Mary Ellsberg, Lori Heise, and Charlotte Watts,
WHO Multi-Country Study on Women’s Health and Domestic Violence against Women: Initial
Results on Prevalence, Health Outcomes and Women's Responses (Genevo: World Health
Organization, 2005).
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Claudia Garcio-Moreno, Henrica A. F. M. Jansen, Mary Ellsberg, Lori Heise, and Charlotte Watts,
WHO Multi-Country Study on Women's Health and Domestic Violence against Women: Initial
Results on Prevalence, Health Outcomes and Women's Responses (Geneva: World Health
Organization, 2005).



2 4 Non-partner Violence

In the context of Bangladesh, non-partner violence refers to physical and
sexual violence perpetrated by anyone other than the current or former
husband. It will include a list of non-partner types based on prevalence, such
as specific family memibers, friends, acquaintances, strangers and others, that
the woman has come into contact with since the age of 16.

Notably, indicators for economic violence, emotional violence, and controlling
behavior are measured only in the context of marriage under intimate-partner
violence.

2 5 Domestic Violence

Domestic violence (DV) refers to abusive behaviour (physical, sexual, emotionall
violence and neglect) that occurs within the private, domestic sphere,
generally between individuals who are related through blood or intimacy.

Legal definitions of domestic violence vary among countries; they can also
include violence against domestic workers who live in the same household.

In most contexts, ‘intimate partner violence’ (IPV) is the main type of domestic
violence, but in some societies violence by in-laws can also be the most
dominant form.

The term, ‘'domestic violence’ should be used carefully in order to avoid
confusion, since (1) it overlaps with ‘intimate partner violence' and ‘gender-
based violence’ and (2) it is not confined to women. For example, domestic
violence also includes child abuse and elderly abuse in the domestic sphere.
Thus, the prevalence rate of intimate partner violence should not be mistaken
for that of domestic violence.
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2 6 Ever-married Women

Ever-married women refers to women who have been married at least once in
their lifetime, regardless of their current marital status. This includes those who
are currently married, divorced, separated, or widowed.

Overlap among violence against women, gender-based
violence, domestic violence and intimate partner violence
against women

For example:

* Rape by strangers

+ Female genital mutilation

« Sexual harassment in workplace

VIOLENCE AGAINST
WOMEN GENDER BASED
: VIOLENCE
e INTIMATE PARTNER ol

nterpersond VIOLENCE AGAINST JRelors o el

vi

related to being WOMEN clielZeye

a woman)

+ Sexual abuse of women
and girls in the family

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
For example: N
+ Child abuse \
« Elder abuse against men Y
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TYPES OF

VIOLENCE B
MEASURED e
IN 2024
VAW T
SURVEY

Intimate partner violence or abuse generally
includes the following major types of violence:

»  physical violence;

> sexual violence;

»  Psychological violence
(emotional violence and/
or controlling behaviours)

> economic violence;

Notably, only physical
and sexual violence
are measured under
non-partner violence.

Physical Violence

‘Physical violence' refers to the intentional use of physical force with the
potential for causing death, injury or harm.
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Sexual violence refers to any sexual act or attempt to obtain a sexual act,

or unwanted sexual comments or acts to traffic that are directed against a
woman’s sexuality using coercion by anyone, regardless of their relationship to
the survivor, in any setting, including at home and at work.

Rape: It is the term that is commonly used for the first type of sexual violence
mentioned above (forced/coerced intercourse). Rape can be generally defined
as non-consensual sexual penetration, however slight, of any part of the body
of the survivor with a sexual organ, or of the anal or genital opening of the victim
with any object or any other part of the body. The invasion is committed by
force, or by threat of force or coercion, such as that caused by fear of violence,
duress, detention, psychological oppression or abuse of power, against such
person or another person, or by taking advantage of a coercive environment, or
committed against a person incapable of giving genuine consent.

‘Psychological violence' refers to any act or omission that damages the self-
esteem, identity or development of the individual. It includes, but is not limited
to, humiliation, threatening loss of custody of children, forced isolation from
family or friends, threatening to harm the individual or someone they care
about, repeated yelling or degradation, inducing fear through intimidating
words or gestures, controlling behaviour, and the destruction of possessions.

In this survey, it is broken down into emotional violence and controlling
behaviors.

‘Economic violence'’ includes denying a woman access to and control over
basic resources. It causes, or attempts to cause, an individual to become
financially dependent on another person, by obstructing their access to or
control over resources and/or independent economic activity. It includes acts
such as the denial of funds, refusal to contribute financially, denial of food and
basic needs, and controlling access to health care or employment.

United Nations General Assembly, In-Depth Study on All Forms of Violence against Women:
Report of the Secretary-General, A/61/122/Add] (New York: United Nations, 2006).
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United Nations General Assembly, In-Depth Study on All Forms of Violence against Women:
Report of the Secretary-General, A/61/122/Add.1 (New York: United Nations, 2006).



3 'I How Violence is Measured

Studies show that women who experience violence do not always recognize
their experience as violence, or if they do, they usually do not name or label the
separate types of violence they experience. The experience of these different
types of violence often overlaps and the acts are usually part of a ‘course of
conduct, a persistent pattern of conduct, composed of a series of acts over
time, evidencing a continuity of purpose.

In the measurement of violence in surveys, however, we need to
‘operationalize’ violence; a process of defining difficult to measure concepts
into measurable factors. In order to do so, intimate partner violence is broken
down into the aforementioned ‘types’ and for each of these types of violence
questions are formulated on a range of different specific behavioural ‘acts.’
Notably, these acts often vary across cultures. As a result, the standard list

of acts outlined by the UN may need to be modified to better reflect local
realities, as has been the case for the VAW surveys in Bangladesh.

Finally, in the survey questionnaire, terms like ‘violence’ or ‘abuse’ are avoided.

For instance, in the case of intimate partner physical violence, interviewers do
not ask women directly about experiencing physical violence; instead, they
inquire whether the women have experienced the following behavioral acts
commonly associated with this type of violence:

Slapped, hit with fist, punched or
thrown something at you that

o)
could hurt yous Threaten you with or actually used a

gun, knife or any other weapon against
Pushed you or shoved you or you? Or threaten to throw acid?
pulled your hair?

Burnt you on purpose? (say, burnt
Threw acid you using hot spoon, cooking spud,
intentionally? utensil, threw hot water/ oil/ milk/
peas or any other hot liquid, burnt
. directly using fire)
Kicked you, dragged you or

beat you up? ‘ . ,
Hit you with a stick or any

other heavy things?
Choked you on

purpose?
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2 Technology-facilitated gender-based
3- violence (TFGBV)

For definition, please see above. It is important to note that TFGBV can take
many forms, however, the 2024 VAW survey only measures the prevalence of
a few acts related to the unwanted sending and receipt of sexual images or
messages through electronic devices, and further provides insights into this
form of violence through its qualitative component.

3 3 Cost of Violence

While survivors bear the highest burden of violence, there is also an economic
toll borne by families, communities and national economies due to VAW. This
survey, in particular, will only provide data on the out-of-pocket expenses
incurred by individual women and their attendants (i.e. family members, close
friends etc.) in the 12 months preceding the survey.

Out-of-pocket costs include seeking healthcare expenses, police fees, filing
cases, court costs, transportation expenses, food, accommodation of both
survivor and attendant/family member/s, days lost from paid work by both the
woman and her attendant and replacement costs for property damage. The
survey will not, however, account for the costs incurred by the government and
non-government actors for health, legal, and judicial services, nor the costs
paid by individuals over their lifetime.
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TERMINOLOGY

. RELATED TO
~ REPORTING OF
RESULTS --::-o...

Prevalence

-

‘Prevalence’ is a central term used when presenting results of a survey on
violence against women. The prevalence of violence against women refers to the
proportion of women who have experienced violence as part of the population
of women ‘at risk’ Prevalence rates are thus based on counting people rather
than events or incidents.

For some types of violence, such as sexual violence, all women may be
considered to be ‘at risk’. For others, such as intimate partner violence, only
women who have, or have had, an intimate partner would be considered ‘at risk’

» 'Perpetrators’ is the commonly
used term for persons who have
used violence.

survey.

> ‘Report’ is used in the sense of
having told the interviewer in the
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4 2 Incidence/Incidents/
£ Frequency

In epidemiology, ‘incidence’ refers to the number of new cases in a specific
reference period. In crime studies, incidence of violence is generally measured
as the number of assaults (incidents or events) per inhabitant.

In surveys on violence against women, the incidence rate refers to the number
of times women experience violent events during a specific period, such as in
one year (ie. last 12 months), or lifetime.

However, in surveys on violence against women, the concept of incidence
can be confusing when referring to intimate partner violence, where it is often
not possible to speak of separate events because partner violence often
manifests as a course of conduct, happening continuously. Discreet counts of
events are rarely possible and it would be difficult to see these events as new
cases. Despite this complexity, it is important to get a measure of the number
of incidents or frequency. This is generally measured using categories like
‘once’, ‘a few times' and ‘'many times’, and could be seen as an approximate
measure of the incidence rate.
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Reference Periods for
Experience of Violence

Prevalence rates usually give the proportions of women who have been
subjected to violence since age 15 (lifetime’ or ‘ever’) or during the last 12
months (also sometimes called ‘prevalence rate of current violence).

The box below summarizes how to interpret and use these two most
commonly used reference periods for violence statistics:

The 12-month prevalence rate shows the
proportion of women who experienced
one or more acts of violence in the
previous 12 months, and is thus near to
time of measurement. It is also known

as the current rate of violence as it
represents a proxy measure for what

is happening now (at the time of the
survey).

It includes violence that has just started
as well as violence that could have been
going on for many years. It could have
stopped in the past 12 months or still be
on-going at the time of measurement,
as long as it took place in this 12-month
period.

SDG indicators 5.21 and 5.2.2 are both
12-month prevalence rates.

The lifetime prevalence rate shows

us the proportion of wormen who

ever experienced one or more acts

of violence at any time in their life. By
definition, it includes women who are
also measured in 12-month prevalence.

As with 12-month prevalence, it does
not tell us how long it lasted or how
often it occurred, it just tells us if it ever
happened, even if it was only once.
Women are also asked about the
frequency of violence.

Lifetime rates for intimate partner
violence extend to any age that she had
begun a relationship with an intimate
partner/husband.

For non-partner violence, lifetime rates
refer to violence that occurred from the
age of 16.
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. TERMINOLOGY ON S
. ‘GENDER,’ ‘SEX,” ‘"NORMS’ *
AND OTHERS -

5 'I Gender

‘Gender’ refers to the norms, roles and social relations between men and
women. It is socially constructed. Gender roles are learned, changeable over
time and vary widely both within and between cultures. Gender is a socio-
economic variable to analyze roles, responsibilities, constraints, opportunities
and needs of men and women in any context.

5 2 Gender Roles

These are learned behaviours in a given society/community or other social
group that condition which activities, tasks and responsibilities are perceived as
masculine or feminine. Gender roles are affected by age, class, race, ethnicity,
religion and ideology, and also by the geographical, economic and political
environment. Changes in gender roles often occur in response to changing
economic, natural or political circumstances, including development efforts or
macro-economic policies, or other forces both national and international. The
gender roles of men and women within a given social context may be flexible
or rigid, similar or different, and complementary or conflicting.
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5 3 Gender Norms

Gender norms are learned in childhood through socialization and reflect and
perpetuate inequitable power relations that are often disadvantageous to
women and girls. Gender norms are the social rules and expectations that
keep the gender system in place which assigns resources, roles, power and
entitlements based on whether a person or practice is perceived to be male
or female, masculine or feminine. The different roles and behaviours of females
and males, and of children as well as adults, are shaped and reinforced by
gender norms within society.

Gender norms are shaped by a variety of factors, including religion, culture, class,
race, sexuality, age and others. For instance, the norms for women and men

in one caste may differ from those in another, or what is considered socially
acceptable for young women may not be acceptable for elderly women.

5.4 sex

The term ‘sex’ refers to biologically and genetically determined differences
between men and women that are generally permanent and universal.

5 5 Masculinities

This refers to the different notions of what it means to be a man, including
ideals about men’s characteristics, roles and identities, which are constructed
based on cultural and social factors and which change over time.

—_—_ T
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5 6 Attitudes, Beliefs, Behaviors, Norms

The RESPECT framework, developed by the World Health Organization and UN
Women (2020), provides a concise overview of these terms, as follows:

= 0 person’s assumption about the world (e.g. women naturally need to
be guided by men)

= what qualities a person feels are important (e.g. equality, honesty,
loyalty)

= the way a person communicates or expresses their beliefs and
values in words (e.g. | think it is fine to make decisions for my wife)

= what a person actually does, which often aligns with their beliefs
and values but not always (e.g. a man hitting his wife because she chooses to
make decisions for herself)

= shared belief about what is typical and appropriate within a cultural or
social group (e.g. a husband can discipline his wife)

UN Women and World Health Organization, RESPECT Women: Preventing Violence against
Women—Implementation Package (2020)
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